Perhaps in no field of psychology is there such urgent need for a critical, yet appreciative and unbiased text as in that of abnormal behavior. There is no dearth of treatises written from the orientation of the psychiatrist, but too few, indeed, are those written from that of the psychologist. One need not
look far for information covering adequately those cases whose maladjustment is of the type requiring hospitalization, but one wonders why the consulting psychologist has been so slow to publish texts based upon his findings in those patients with whom his practice is concerned and presenting his orientation toward the problems involved.
In some respects the present volume marks an advance in this direction, in many it is disappointing. We are given to understand that the "incentives for the collection of the material of the book were furnished through teaching classes in abnormal psychology ..." and this source is evident throughout the volume which bears, in its discussion and argument, to too great an extent, the stamp of the classroom and armchair rather than that of the clinic.
The book is divided into twenty chapters and its major contribution lies in the fact that after an introduction, twelve chapters are devoted to the psychoneuroses and allied phenomena before the psychoses are treated, completely reversing the procedure followed in most texts on the subject. It will be noted, however, that these inaccuracies center around Freudianism and mental deficiency. They do not represent the general quality of the book which, while seldom brilliant, is superior to these sections. In the hands of one qualified by clinical experience to recognize the limitations of the text it will probably be found of some value as a reference to special topics.
